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The lessons Sue Thompson taught were as varied as the mugs
she kept on her desk. From writing to life, she shared so much.

When she lost her career to a major concussion, she didn’t give up;
she showed me that tea with a friend can fix almost anything.

Life isn’t about filling your cup with the grandest accomplishments.
It’s about filling it with the small things that make your heart sing.

Most importantly, it’s about sharing that joy with others.
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October 5th, 2017

Greetings,

Susan Thompson was my 7th grade advanced English teacher and to this day, the 
hardest instructor I’ve ever had. She cared deeply about all of her students and 
constantly saw us as more than just a number or a grade; she saw us as people.

We didn’t exist in her world of how she thought the classroom ought to function, 
-

ing. She was kind, and focused, and brave.

We stayed in touch as the time passed, and at the end of my senior year of high 
school she suffered a serious concussion that brought her teaching career -- all 
she’d known for nearly 40 years -- to an abrupt halt. She still can’t look at screens 
or sit in normally lit rooms without sunglasses… but despite the fact that this 
experience felt like “a death” to her, she has pushed through and is continuing to do 
amazing things.

Yes, she mourned the milestones she no longer gets to see her students through. 
Yes, she grieved for the young minds she would never get to encounter. But she 
refused to sit still and has now created an amazing umbrella of children’s minis-
tries at her local church where she has been integral in raising funds and collecting 
donations for families in need. She is my greatest living hero because of her cease-
less commitment to growth, understanding, and unconditional love. She is not soft 
in the slightest -- she pushes hard when she needs to -- but she has more heart 
than anyone I’ve ever met.

of knowledge she taught me, two of the most important are a love for writing and 
-

thing.

spreading that joy to others. This is what Sue Thompson means to me -- and what 
I hoped to get through via this mark.

Warmest regards,

Sue Thompson


